
September 2016 

Dear Sackets Harbor Central School Community: 

The School District is notifying you of the voluntary drinking water testing and results 
from recent sampling we conducted at our School District campus. Since those initial 
samples, the New York State Legislature passed legislation with specific requirements 
surrounding lead testing in school drinking water.  

Our voluntary testing took samples from drinking water sources such as water 
bubblers, drinking fountains, and sinks typically used for water consumption. The 
recently released specifics of the regulations on lead testing in school drinking water 
is going to require us to test additional locations. For instance, such locations as 
custodial closet slop sinks, bathroom sinks, and other locations that are not typically 
used as sources of drinking water must also be tested. We are in the process of 
working with the Jefferson-Lewis BOCES Health and Safety Office to complete this 
additional sampling and testing. 

Once this testing is complete and we have the results, we will communicate the findings 
and take any and all necessary steps if lead levels are found to be above the 15 ppb 
(parts per billion) threshold as set by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for 
safe drinking water. 

In the meantime, we know that the typical drinking water sources in our District have 
already been tested and 64 out of 67 units, upon a first sample yielded no levels 
above the 15 ppb.  Three (3) samples were re-sampled/tested and yielded levels 
also below the 15 ppb.  Remedial action taken included one faucet was labeled as 
“Non-Potable” and the other two bubblers were taken out of service.  The District 
has also posted all lab results of the sampling for public review. 

For those areas which we determine should not be used for consumption, there will 
be signage informing the staff and students that water from that location is only for 
handwashing. 

Further information on lead water testing can be found on the EPA's website at 
www.epa.gov/ and typing in Lead Water Testing in Schools in the search box. Once 
we receive additional information on the remaining sample results we will 
communicate those to you.  Additionally, the School District has posted a joint 
NYSED/DOH Guidance document pertaining to lead in school drinking supplies, as 
well as a FAQ section that may answer any question you might have.   


